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Form 10-300 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE:

California

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

COUNTY:

Napa
FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

OPT t, 1079
il. NAME

C OMMON:

Pope street Bridge
AND/OR HISTORIC;

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pope Street over Napa River
CITY OR TOWN:

3t. Helena
STATE

CODE COUNTY: CODE

California C6 Napa C55
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

□ District □ Building

CD Site [3 Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

S Public 
□ Private 
[ I Both

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate;

Public Acquisition:

I 1 In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

fiCl Occupied 
I I Unoccupied 
[ I Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
Restricted 

[jQ Unrestricted 
□ No

( I Agricultural 
1 I Commercial 

1 I Educational 
i 1 Entertainment

I ) Government 
1 1 Industrial 
[ 1 Military 
I 1 Museum

□ Pork

I I Privote Residence 
I I Religious 
I 1 Scientific

I I Transportation 
I 1 Other (Specify)
City street

I I Comments

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER’S NAME:

City of St. ilelena
STREET AND NUMBER;

Citv Hall
CITY OR TOWN;

3t. Helena
[sTIdCATJON OF LEGAL OeSCRIPTIOM

STATE:

California
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COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: ” ...... '

Office of the County Hnp(ineer
STREET AND NUMBER;

1436 Polk Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Napa California 06

&3

r<^. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TltLE OF SURVEY:

Napa County
DATE OF SURVEY: I 1 Federal I I State [J1 County Q Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Road Records - Office of County engineer
STREET AND NUMBER:

1436 Polk otreet
CITY OR TOWN:

I^apa
(ccf rtOb

STATE:

California
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[g DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
I I Excellent S Good Q Fair

{Check One)

I I Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)

I I Altered Unaltered

(Check One)

[7] Moved l3 Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old bridges of l\lapa County, of which there were more than eighty 
during the first part of the 20th Century, are now largely things of the 
past, liany are too narrow for today's driving needs; some have been isola- 
ted from present day travel routes by highway realignment, one has dis­
appeared beneath the waters of Lake Berryessa.

The oldest, however still stands, spanning the Napa River at Pope 
revenue northeast of 3t. Helena. Lesigned and built by R.H. Pithie in 
189^ of stone obtained from what is still known as the Wing «tuarry on 
Monticello Road, Napa County, it is a triple arch stone masonry structure. 
The width of the bridge is 18 feet between the face of the parapet walls. 
The walls are 2 feet thick, the length of the bridge is 175 feet, and 
the wingwalls are I5 feet in length. The length of the bridge is ex­
clusive of the vjingwalls. Its cost was $1L,5C0. The channel of the 
creek was changed and together with approaches the improvement represented 
an outlay of about ?17,50C. Bj engineering standards, it is still ICC ■ 
structuraly sound, although lacking in steel framework usually embodied 
in today's bridges.
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ft"' SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ I Pre-Columbian | □ 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

1 I 18th Century 
^ 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If AppUcabJe and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Abor iginol

I I Prehistoric 
I 1 Historic 

I I Agriculture 
[X] Architecture 
□ Art 
I I Commerce 
{ ) Communicotions 
I I Conservation

(Check One or More as Appropr/afe^

□ Education □ Political

[Xl Engineering Q Religion/Phi.

Q Industry losophy

□ Invention Q Science

r~l Londscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Socio t/Human-

□ Literature

I I Military Q Theater

I 1 Music Q Transpartation

I I Urban Planning 
I I Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The Pope Street Bridge was the first of many stone bridges built 
throughout hapa County, some 75 or more years ago. Its designer and 
contractor, R. H. Pithie obtained the structural material from the 
/.'ing quarry located on iionticellc Road near the summit of Kt. George 
Grade, Napa County. H. ... .Ping, the ijuarry founder immigrated to 
.'America from England in the mid iBOO's, and with J. 3. Newman, another 
expert stone mason, began quarrying in 13?6. Going into business for 
himself in ISSO, wing provided masterfully hewn rock, much of which 
was used in construction of buildings, wine cellars, cemetery vaults 
and subsequently on the Pope 3t. Bridge. Like most bridges of that 
day, the Pope St. Bridge was built to accommodate horsedrawn vehicles. 
It was not built to conveniently permit passage of two vehicles at the 
same time. Nevertheless, since 1394 it has continued to serve those 
seeking access from 3t. Helena to Chiles Valley, Pope and Kovjell 
Mountain, and forms a connecting link with Highways 128 and 29 and the 
Silverado Trail. In the big earthquake of I906 it came through un­
scathed, a testimonial to the skill of R. K. Pithie, its builder, and 
to the excellent craftsmanship that went into its construction.



[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCeS

Historical Spots in California - Rensch and Hoover 

Kapa Register (October 21, 1964)

10. OeOGRAPHtCAL DATA

CORNER LATITUDE
LONGI TUOE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 » m o » »
NE O 1 It O t n

SE O t n O • N

sw 0 * ■ o » •

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1/4 kcVQ

LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds38 o 30. 41. Degrees Minutes Seconds 122o 27. 17 »

iLtST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
COUNTY

"X
IK FORM PRIMMMM.

NAME AND Tl TLE:

John .4. iilvestri - engineering Services Assistanr'—-^—'
ORG ANI ZATION

County of Napa
DATE

July 7, 19?C
STREET AND NUMBER:

1436 Polk Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Napa
12 $TATE UAiSON OFFICER C£RTIF)CA1IM

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q □ Local |X]

Name

Title State Liaison Officer.

Bate October l6, 1970

STATE

California C6
NATlOiAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and His/oric Preservation

n...

ATTEST:

Date
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORI-1 WEEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: ------
FAME OF PROPERTY Fo p g

g/< h Z-

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description. ______________________

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.

b. Acreage..

11. Form Prepared By.

Certification. L-■ 0 ■

 Photographic Coverage.___________________ —------ -------------------------- -

Mnr\ -

Ai-Vici-r

Clarification or correction ot the above items muse ue mduc —of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Register criteria
in full.

Thank you f^r your attention to the above items checked.

SIGNED:



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No.

C4
O resubmission
CZl nomination by person or local government 
Q owner objection 
□ appeal

Substantive Review: □ sample

Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:____________
Action:___ ACCEPT..

___ RETURN.
___ REJECT_

fO -S' - 7Z—

Federal Agency:

im request □ appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom,/Criteria. 
Reviewer ____
Discipline_____
Date_________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: ter:hnical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
□ excellent
□ good
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated
1 1 ruins
1 1 unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness 
I I clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph 
CU completeness
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
C] justification of areas checked 
O relating significance to the resource 
CH context
EH relationship of integrity to significance 
EH justification of exception 
EU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

EH Maps 
EH Photographs 
EH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

GPO 9 1 8*450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
Date Entered OCT 5 1972

Name Location

Pope Street Bridge St. Helena 
Napa County

Also Notified

Hon. Alan Cranston 
Hon. John V. Tum\ey
Non. Dor. K. Clausen 
Director, Western Region

LHR NRowland:mm 10/5/72

State Liaison Officer 
Mr. williaaa Penn Mott, Jr. 
Director, Dejiarteant of Parks & 

Recreation
State ResK>urce» Agency 
Post Office Box 2390 
Sacramento, California SS811


