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The development of Calistoga Avenue in the late 1800s and early 1900s consisted of homes built
mostly for moderate income families. These were originally the residences of the clerks,
butchers, teachers, and shopkeepers who lived in Napa. A sprinkling of impressive large
Victorians, mostly built on corner lots in the area, influenced the character and details of many of
the neighboring modest homes and cottages. The personality of the
district is filled with a mix of styles, including Queen Anne,
Eastlake, and Italianate residences. Around the turn of the century
speculative housing was common, but tract housing was unusual.
The Calistoga Avenue area was popular as the Napa Valley
Railroad was nearby and later when the electric streetcar was
introduced in 1905 and ran along adjacent Jefferson Street it
allowed people in this neighborhood to live in Napa and work in

Calistoga Avenue -
Historic District Sign, 2020  Ne€arby communities.

One of the earliest large homes in the area
on Seminary Street, between Calistoga
Avenue and Polk Street, was the Thomas
and Francis Earl house, a unique Italianate
style house built in 1861. Thomas was an
important leading citizen in early Napa. He
helped shape the early formation and growth
of Napa and was considered one of the most
influential people from his successful real
estate projects to his involvement in city
politics. Behind the Earl estate was the large
and impressive Napa Collegiate Institute
campus which began educating students
beginning in the early 1860s.

Thomas and Francis Earl House, circa 1900



On December 28, 1885, Thomas and Francis
Earl sold a section of their large estate to
George Horton of St. Helena. It was a square

lot on Calistoga Avenue, 120* x 120,
located across the street from the Napa

Collegiate Institute and near what is now
Jefferson Street, all for the sum of $600.
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|| Cuty. $600.

Thomas Earl to George Horton.- A par-

cel of land sitnated oo Culistoga Aveuus® in
Earls extension to Hijls Addition to Napa

The Napa Register January 1, 1886 pg. 3

_ George Horton was born on January
18, 1816. According to the 1850, 1860
and 1870 Censuses taken in
~Wisconsin, he was born in Canada,

/ although later his obituary said he was
from Detroit, Michigan where he lived
for a time. He was a miller, owning
and operating his own flour mill. He
switched his profession when he came
to the Napa Valley in 1872 with his
wife, Dorothy Ann (Pauling, b. 1819
New York —d. 1884 St. Helena - m.

3 April 28, 1839 Oakland, Michigan),

+and his four daughters — Nancy Jane
(Prouty, b. 1840 Michigan —d. 1939
St. Helena), Eliza (Francis, b. 1845
Michigan — d. 1920 San Francisco),
Emma (Fisher, b. 1847 Wisconsin — d.
1926 St. Helena) and Olive
(Dickinson, b. 1855 Wisconsin —d.
1937 Berkeley). The family settled in
- the St. Helena community.

o

In S_t. Helena, George Hor?on opened a furniture shqp on ' GEO HORTOX. ‘\h_,_,,
Main Street. He sold, repaired, and upholstered furniture, X — Sl
marketed chamber sets (a set of ceramic objects for use in a P
bedroom, typically including a chamber pot, soap dish, umiture’ =
sl shaving mug, pitcher, and @iﬂ&{{m@ IR S@ﬁ?g |
23 enterprising fumitare delers laur \\/ash basin), and he was also :
L Logan, on Tuesday purehased the | Mix Ve _ ot ETC ETC _: : .
entire stock of furniture, upholstering | th |y the undertaking business '
ey ovaed by 952 1" selling coffins and articles
oriomn, r or-
Ionaatorenzd[;:m naeml;t for storing L‘fi‘l g . i _ ungga?axgua
his bulky goods. Tho change esuses | hea Felated to that service. In . Coffins, Trifamings, Shrouds, etc.
Mr. Horton to retire from business and | ™* $

Kives Mr.' Logan better facilities for |, - 1884 he sold his

:?iaﬁﬁ‘::{:euho.winghin immense stock | eStabIlShment, Just two

The St. Helena Press 03/20/1884, pg. 3

. Mary STREET, BT. HELENA- -

St Helena Star Oct 2, 1874, pg. 3



months after his wife died unexpectedly. Later, in 1890 GEORGE HORTON,
Horton ran as the Republican nominee for Justice of the

Peace and was elected for a two-year term in St. Helena.
A second attempt at an additional term was not successful.

Reguler  Republican  Nominee for

Justice of the Peace,

Hot Springs, 'Twp., to reside ot St. Helena,
Election Tuesdny, November 4, 1550,

Horton dabbled in the real estate market in St. Helena and St Helena Star Oct 31, 1890 pg, 1

Napa. The purchase of the lot from the Earls was not his
first venture. He had a vision and plans for this parcel and R _ o
moved ahead quickly o develop thepropery. The lrge V- YRR G B
parcel was divided into three lots — one 30 wide (1488 the contract for erecting 't]u*.l-n(t[:i]g“-“'
Calistoga Avenue), one 32" wide (1484 Calistoga Avenue) 9 Calistoga avenue for Gieorge Hor-|

ton.
and the largest lot of 58” wide (1476 Calistoga Avenue). Napa Couaty Reporter Masch 3, 1856 pg. 3

Three New Cottages. Just a little more than two months after
Mr. C. W, W-ill;inﬂ, a coutractor |1 pu_rchasing the property, Charles W. .
from Oakland, arrived in Napa Tnes- | - Wilkins, a popular cqntractor a.nd architect
s SRR o LR T e e from Oaklan_d, was _hlred to build the three
& 4 cottages beginning in early March of 1886.
I'hnm‘os. will at onre commence : the With a crew of six carpenters the swift
arection of three cottages on Calisto- | » building of the 24° x 54” cottages
ga avenne, opposite the College, for | consisting of five large rooms (tV\;O
Mr. Geo. Horton., The ground di-]|- bedrooms, parlor, dining room and
mensions of each building will be 4 kitchen), as well as a bathroom, pantry and
x2t feet. A composite style of archi- | * cjosets was expected to take only three
tecture as employed in - which the |+ yonihs According to the article in The
Swiss and East Liake 1s inelnded with

1 . v : k Napa Register, the design would be a
pleasing effect. There will be five |  compination of Swiss and Eastlake styles.
large rooms, besides bath-room, pan-

try, closets, ete.,, in each house, the| 1he three cottages are nearly identical.
interior heing planned with a view to | They each have a doubled gabled front
convenienee and comfort. The work | With decorative triangular pediments in the
will be rapidly pnshed and the| frontgable. Thereisa shingled fish-scale
hounses ready for ocenpancy within mansaffi cornice held in place with
thres months. decorative eve brackets over the square
— bay windows. Beneath, on the front of the
raised basement, is a window with a
decorative pediment and small bullseye
details on the frame. Stickwork is used above and below the bay windows as well as under the
front eves. The front left side porches are supported with turned columns. The siding consists of
wide cove ship lap boards. The home on the largest lot has an additional angled bay window on
the right side constructed similarly to the front square bay window.

The Napa Register March 5, 1886 pg. 3

Horton nearly lost the cottages to a fire a year later. On September 9, 1887, The Napa Register
printed an article — “Mr. Geo. Horton desires us to return his grateful thanks to the fire



department for their noble work yesterday in saving his cottages on Calistoga Avenue from

destruction by fire. * :
M. H. STRONG, Pnotographer,

It was not until August 22, 1889, nearly three Cor. 3rd and Maia Sta.. Hartson's Bl'dg.
years after completing the cottages, that Horton All stylen of Phot b T IO o
sold 1488 Calistoga Avenue to Mark Hopkins desen wp.

Strong, a well-known Napa photographer. Mark O SEDEDS, Suigin oho., Suiows id say

Views, Tin-Tvypen, Copying, Enlarging, etc.

Strong who often used the abbreviation M. H. Satisfaction Cuaranteed.

Strong, was born in Oakland, California on March

10, 1862, to Joseph Dwight and Margaret Dewing The Napa Register March 5. 1886, pg. 2

(Bixby) Strong. He was one of three children that all followed a career in literature or the arts.

His father, Joseph, was a friend of John Muir and Mark Hopkins, hence Mark’s middle name of

Hopkins. In 1886, M. H. Strong came to Napa and opened a photography studio in the Harston
LML HL, Srong mma.kin for W, | Building on the corner of Main Street and Third Street.
P. Corlett & So:ia an album conta.in— For 40 years he recorded the houses, views, scenes, and
ing photogra g’tggf’ﬂgggggig_ animals of the Napa Valley. On May 16, 1895, he

of w
mtegh; and builders, 1 married Elizabeth (Lizzie) Wilkins (b. 1876 Napa — d.
The Napa Register July 27, 1888, pe. 1 1975 Yountville) at the Methodist parsonage. After a

honeymoon in San Francisco the couple returned to Mark’s cottage at 1488 Calistoga Avenue.
They had two daughters, Margaret Caroline (Peterson, b. 1896 Napa — d. 1982 Santa Barbara)
and Ruth, a foster daughter, (McCollum, Santos, Travelbee, b. 1915 Napa — d. 2005 San Luis
Obispo County). They lived in other parts of Napa and eventually Mark and Ellzabeth Strong
sold the cottage on April 9, 1921. Mark Hopkins Strong S
died after a brief illness on January 13, 1945, at the age
of 82. Although he officially retired in 1924, he

M. H. Strong, \-;l-eran phcl'l-ographer of Napa, continued his
Calif., has sold his studio to Edward Boan and .
Charles R. Ashley, and has retired from active  [aSSION of
Wesinens. Bulletin of Photography Apr 9, 1924 photographing
and chronicling the changes in the landscape, especially
of the Napa Valley, leaving us with a legacy and a
record of the passing of time.

Mark and Elizabeth Strong, 1895

View from Courthouse Cupola Southeast — 1902
- M. H. Strong




George Horton died on May 20, 1900. In 1898 his health began to fail so his daughter, Eliza and
her husband, George Francis, took him to the Sanitarium for the benefit of his condition. He
E——— D€(aN iIMproving in health and doing well. Within two years his
Beath of Biacis Thten. F heglth began to _fail again and sgveral months before his death
George Horton, who for many yvears  Eliza brought him to her home in Napa. But death was
Was one of St. Helona's most vespected | |ooming. George soon succumbed to his poor health at the age

i citizens, but whose home for several '

months bas been with his daughter, OF 84. Funeral services were held in Napa and then following a
(Mrs. G, M. Francis, In Napa, passed  nrocession to St. Helena Cemetery, he was buried next to his

from this life last Sunday morning at |

11:25 o’clock. wife, Ann. It was a proper celebration of his life. A choir of

Deceased had lived to the good old | foyr sang while the services were attended by many as they
age of 84 years, 4 months and 2 days |

and for the most part had enmjoyed | Qrieved the passing of one of St. Helen’s most respected

splendid health. Several years ago he I citizens.
came near to death’s door, but after a
long and painful illness rallied and be-
came quite spry again: but the ma- S <t—

chinery of life had become impaired and
gradually gave way.

Deceased was born in Detroit, Michi-
gan, in 1816. For many years he re-
sided in Grant county, Wis., where he
owned and operated a flouring mill,
In 1872 he came to California, locating
in St. Helena. Here for several years
he was in the furniture business. He
served ove term as justice of the peace
in Hot Springs towuship, and always
held the confidence of the people. Of
late years he made Lis home with his
daughters, Mrs. Prouty and Mys.
Francis. He leaves to mourn his death
four children—NMrs. N. J. Prouty, Mrs.
F. E. Dickenson, Mrs. E. Fisher and
Mrs. G. M. Francis, besides other rvla-
tives

Funeral services were held in Nuapa

Monday and were conducted by Rev.
Richard Wylie. Tuesday the remains
were brought to St. Helena for inter-
ment. At the grave Rev. James Mitch- . . . .
ellspoke briefly of thetraits of character 1488. 1484, 1476 Calistoga Avenue (l-r) 1977 - Napa Historical Society
which had endeared deccased to the
many friends who now mourn his de-
arture, A choir composed of Miss
leach, Miss Heath, F. B. Mackinder
and F. L., Alexander sang “Rock of
Ages' and ‘Jesus Lover of My Soul.™
The pall bearers were J, IR, Kettlowell,
D. Fried, F. Hoffman, S. G, Cluk,
Owen Wade and D. O, Hunt.

The St. Helena Star May 25, 1900, pg. 3
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