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The development of Calistoga Avenue in the late 1800s and early 1900s consisted of homes built 
mostly for moderate income families. These were originally the residences of the clerks, 
butchers, teachers, and shopkeepers who lived in Napa. A sprinkling of impressive large 
Victorians, mostly built on corner lots in the area, influenced the character and details of many of 

the neighboring modest homes and cottages. The personality of the 
district is filled with a mix of styles, including Queen Anne, 
Eastlake, and Italianate residences. Around the turn of the century 
speculative housing was common, but tract housing was unusual. 
The Calistoga Avenue area was popular as the Napa Valley 
Railroad was nearby and later when the electric streetcar was 
introduced in 1905 and ran along adjacent Jefferson Street it 
allowed people in this neighborhood to live in Napa and work in 
nearby communities.  

One of the earliest large homes in the area 
on Seminary Street, between Calistoga 
Avenue and Polk Street, was the Thomas 
and Francis Earl house, a unique Italianate 
style house built in 1861. Thomas was an 
important leading citizen in early Napa. He 
helped shape the early formation and growth 
of Napa and was considered one of the most 
influential people from his successful real 
estate projects to his involvement in city 
politics. Behind the Earl estate was the large 
and impressive Napa Collegiate Institute 
campus which began educating students 
beginning in the early 1860s.  
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On December 28, 1885, Thomas and Francis 
Earl sold a section of their large estate to 
George Horton of St. Helena. It was a square 
lot on Calistoga Avenue, 120’ x 120’, 
located across the street from the Napa 
Collegiate Institute and near what is now 
Jefferson Street, all for the sum of $600.  

George Horton was born on January 
18, 1816. According to the 1850, 1860 
and 1870 Censuses taken in 
Wisconsin, he was born in Canada, 
although later his obituary said he was 
from Detroit, Michigan where he lived 
for a time. He was a miller, owning 
and operating his own flour mill. He 
switched his profession when he came 
to the Napa Valley in 1872 with his 
wife, Dorothy Ann (Pauling, b. 1819 
New York – d. 1884 St. Helena - m. 
April 28, 1839 Oakland, Michigan), 
and his four daughters – Nancy Jane 
(Prouty, b. 1840 Michigan – d. 1939 
St. Helena), Eliza (Francis, b. 1845 
Michigan – d. 1920 San Francisco), 
Emma (Fisher, b. 1847 Wisconsin – d. 
1926 St. Helena) and Olive 
(Dickinson, b. 1855 Wisconsin – d. 
1937 Berkeley). The family settled in 
the St. Helena community. 

 

In St. Helena, George Horton opened a furniture shop on 
Main Street. He sold, repaired, and upholstered furniture, 
marketed chamber sets (a set of ceramic objects for use in a 
bedroom, typically including a chamber pot, soap dish, 

shaving mug, pitcher, and 
wash basin), and he was also 
in the undertaking business 
selling coffins and articles 
related to that service. In 
1884 he sold his 
establishment, just two 
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months after his wife died unexpectedly. Later, in 1890  
Horton ran as the Republican nominee for Justice of the  
Peace and was elected for a two-year term in St. Helena.  
A second attempt at an additional term was not successful.  
 
Horton dabbled in the real estate market in St. Helena and  
Napa. The purchase of the lot from the Earls was not his  
first venture. He had a vision and plans for this parcel and  
moved ahead quickly to develop the property. The large  
parcel was divided into three lots – one 30’ wide (1488  
Calistoga Avenue), one 32’ wide (1484 Calistoga Avenue)  
and the largest lot of 58’ wide (1476 Calistoga Avenue).  
  

Just a little more than two months after 
purchasing the property, Charles W. 
Wilkins, a popular contractor and architect 
from Oakland, was hired to build the three 
cottages beginning in early March of 1886. 
With a crew of six carpenters the swift 
building of the 24’ x 54’ cottages, 
consisting of five large rooms (two 
bedrooms, parlor, dining room and 
kitchen), as well as a bathroom, pantry and 
closets was expected to take only three 
months. According to the article in The 
Napa Register, the design would be a 
combination of Swiss and Eastlake styles.  

The three cottages are nearly identical. 
They each have a doubled gabled front 
with decorative triangular pediments in the 
front gable. There is a shingled fish-scale 
mansard cornice held in place with 
decorative eve brackets over the square 
bay windows. Beneath, on the front of the 
raised basement, is a window with a 
decorative pediment and small bullseye 

details on the frame. Stickwork is used above and below the bay windows as well as under the 
front eves. The front left side porches are supported with turned columns. The siding consists of 
wide cove ship lap boards. The home on the largest lot has an additional angled bay window on 
the right side constructed similarly to the front square bay window.  

Horton nearly lost the cottages to a fire a year later. On September 9, 1887, The Napa Register 
printed an article – “Mr. Geo. Horton desires us to return his grateful thanks to the fire 
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department for their noble work yesterday in saving his cottages on Calistoga Avenue from 
destruction by fire. “ 

It was not until August 22, 1889, nearly three 
years after completing the cottages, that Horton 
sold 1488 Calistoga Avenue to Mark Hopkins 
Strong, a well-known Napa photographer. Mark 
Strong who often used the abbreviation M. H. 
Strong, was born in Oakland, California on March 
10, 1862, to Joseph Dwight and Margaret Dewing 
(Bixby) Strong. He was one of three children that all followed a career in literature or the arts. 
His father, Joseph, was a friend of John Muir and Mark Hopkins, hence Mark’s middle name of 
Hopkins. In 1886, M. H. Strong came to Napa and opened a photography studio in the Harston 

Building on the corner of Main Street and Third Street. 
For 40 years he recorded the houses, views, scenes, and 
animals of the Napa Valley. On May 16, 1895, he 
married Elizabeth (Lizzie) Wilkins (b. 1876 Napa – d. 
1975 Yountville) at the Methodist parsonage. After a 

honeymoon in San Francisco the couple returned to Mark’s cottage at 1488 Calistoga Avenue. 
They had two daughters, Margaret Caroline (Peterson, b. 1896 Napa – d. 1982 Santa Barbara) 
and Ruth, a foster daughter, (McCollum, Santos, Travelbee, b. 1915 Napa – d. 2005 San Luis 
Obispo County). They lived in other parts of Napa and eventually Mark and Elizabeth Strong 
sold the cottage on April 9, 1921. Mark Hopkins Strong 
died after a brief illness on January 13, 1945, at the age 
of 82.  Although he officially retired in 1924, he 

continued his 
passion of 
photographing 

and chronicling the changes in the landscape, especially 
of the Napa Valley, leaving us with a legacy and a 
record of the passing of time. 
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George Horton died on May 20, 1900. In 1898 his health began to fail so his daughter, Eliza and 
her husband, George Francis, took him to the Sanitarium for the benefit of his condition. He  

began improving in health and doing well. Within two years his 
health began to fail again and several months before his death 
Eliza brought him to her home in Napa. But death was 
looming. George soon succumbed to his poor health at the age 
of 84. Funeral services were held in Napa and then following a 
procession to St. Helena Cemetery, he was buried next to his 
wife, Ann. It was a proper celebration of his life. A choir of 
four sang while the services were attended by many as they 
grieved the passing of one of St. Helen’s most respected 
citizens.  
 

 

 

 


