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A Threatened Treasure
Restoration of
the Center Building

By Shari Kamimori, NCL Board Director
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A

local landmark, the Center Building, across from Napa County Courthouse
Plaza, is a two-story brick and stone masonry building with a wood frame.
Designed by famed local architect William Corlett in 1905, the Center
Building once housed a grocery store on the first floor with a social lodge room on
the second. This building was one of several that were under threat of demolition
following the South Napa Earthquake in 2014. It suffered extensive structural damage with the front brick and stone façade separating considerably from the frame of

the building. There were visible cracks and exposed
interior walls along the south and east façades as
well.
The effort to obtain the building permits required to move forward with restoration led to concerns being raised by the Napa
Cultural Heritage Commission in regards to the historic integrity of the building. Plans to remove the stone masonry façade
(necessary to repair the failed structural wall) were well under
way. “How could the stones be reconstructed back to the original condition so as not to compromise its historic integrity?”
asked a Commissioner.
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The local architect working on the project engaged a local 3D
laser scanning company to capture the building façade. The 3D
laser scanner measures everything in its line-of-sight at a distance range up to 1,000 ft., capturing millions of 3D pixel points
per second within millimeter accuracy. The scan data was then
processed to create both 3D and 2D documentation of existing
conditions.
Due to the fragility of the damaged façade and the imminent
hazard any physical contact posed, laser scanning was the ideal solution. Prior to deconstruction, each stone was labeled according to the drawings created from the scan data to ensure
the exact placement for reconstruction. This solution saved the building from forthcoming demolition, however, as highlighted on Napa County Landmark’s Ten Threatened Treasure List, it
still remains in a fragile state, at risk of further deterioration until the restoration is completed.

Events Calendar

Please visit our website www.napacountylandmarks.org for further information and status of our events.

Sampling of Napa County’s Ghost Wineries

Thursday evenings, 6:30–8 PM
May 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2020
Napa Valley Art Association Bldg., Behrens Street

Moms, Movie Stars and More: Walking Tour

Saturday, May 9, 1–3 PM • Randolph & Franklin Streets
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The Art & Architecture of
Tulocay Cemetery

Saturday, May 30 10 AM–Noon • Tulocay Cemetery

Porchfest

Sunday, July 26, 12:30–5 PM • Fuller Park

From the desk of Ernie Schlobohm, NCL Board President

Spring Greetings

A

s we progress onward through this year,
all of us at Napa County Landmarks wish
everyone to stay positive and safe during
the current health crisis.
In our last newsletter issue, I stated the strength of
NCL is its members and their volunteer efforts to
promote our advocacy efforts. This support is what
has sustained the existence and growth of NCL since
its inception in 1974.
This seasonal Spring issue is to give credit to our
members who have been elected as a part of the Governing Board and Committees of NCL. These essential leaders sacrifice much of their time to support the
mission of NCL by providing the opinions, advice and

leadership skills necessary to guide an efficient
nonprofit organization.
Past and present Board
Directors continue
to contribute their talents and this current issue
showcases examples of their professional skills and
knowledge.
Please enjoy their informative articles contained in
this edition.
With your continued support, NCL remains steadfast in executing our Mission to advocate for the
preservation of historic structures and heritage sites
throughout the Napa County.

A Few Years Back
by Daniel Cutright, NCL Board Director

A

few years back, we lost our friend and long time board member, Mary Ellen Boyet,
after a short illness. Not long after her passing, we were notified by her estate
planning attorney that she had provided for a charitable bequest of $5,000 to
NCL, an organization she had long served and loved. This generous act inspired me to provide for a
similar bequest since my wife and I were having our wills and trusts updated around that time.
Not many people realize that these kinds of charitable bequests can make a huge difference to non-profit
organizations such as NCL. Many well established non-profit charities rely on these sources of funds to
keep their organizations afloat. In order to keep non-profit status, organizations must raise funds through
donations, grants, membership fees, fundraising activities, and charitable gifts or bequests.
Other forms of charitable gifts to a nonprofit include a current gift of a life insurance policy (from the
current owner with the non-profit named as beneficiary or with the application for a new policy with the
nonprofit as owner and beneficiary). In both cases, the non-profit is normally named as both owner and
beneficiary. This is a way to leverage the gift of perhaps a modest annual premium in order to provide for
a more significant, tax free death benefit to the organization at the donor’s ultimate death. In some cases,
estate planning tax benefits and/or current income tax benefits may be available to the donor. Consulting
your tax advisor, estate planning attorney and a professional life insurance advisor is recommended if any
of these ideas seem appealing.
We hope you will consider Napa County Landmarks when you do such planning. Mary Ellen Boyet’s
generous gift helps NCL to continue it’s mission to protect the most important historical and architectural
treasures in our beautiful Napa County.
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Karen C. Wesson

Past NCL Board Director

When Gilmore Oil Came to Town

T

he Gilmore Oil Company was the largest West Coast independent oil
company founded by Arthur Gilmore after he struck oil while drilling for a well for his dairy farm in Los Angeles around 1903. The farm
was converted into a massive oil and gas distribution network. When his son,
Earl, took over the business after his father’s death in 1918 he began a spirited
advertising and promotion campaign.
Gilmore Oil executed a carefully laid plan of expansion from
San Diego to British Columbia. In September 1930 a large
distribution plant at Jefferson and Menlo Streets in Napa
that could unload gas from rail tank cars was completed.
The 3500 independent cream and red painted Gilmore
stations, including ones in Napa, were among the cleanest and most modern of any company.

At the same time the distribution plant was constructed,
Tom Charles Evans was appointed manager of activities
in Napa. He formerly lived in Napa and was glad to be back
relocating here with his wife Agnes, and two children, John
Gilmore Oil
Company Logo and Marion. Marion, who in 1930 was seven years old, recalled
vividly those early exciting days of Gilmore Oil. There were all
kinds of motorized races where Gilmore supplied the gasoline demonstrating
their superior products by breaking land and even water speed records. The
company toured the West Coast entertaining kids with live lions and clowns.
The lion was the mascot of Gilmore Oil—“Roar with Gilmore.” Marion recalled the lions coming to her home in Napa. There were clowns and circus
performers that traveled as well and they too would visit the Evans’ home. The
name Gilmore was in The Napa Daily Register regularly. Napans listened to a
weekly radio show called Gilmore Circus. Children loved going to the Gilmore Stations for Red Lion candy suckers and Gilmore comic books. Ed Henry
of Napa, in 1930, won a prize for his verse to the Gilmore Oil Blu-Green Gas
Song, the world’s longest song with over 12,000 verses. Gilmore Oil was
hard to beat. However, the magic didn’t last forever and eventually they were
bought out by Mobil Oil by 1945. Those days of Gilmore Oil are long gone as
we pump our own gas and leave without a thought of any kind of giveaway
other than the optional printed receipt. And that’s the way it was . . . .
In appreciation and memory of Marion Evans Ault 1923-2019.
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NCL’s Directors felt a preservation-oriented travel article
might provide a welcome distraction during this period
when most of us are isolated inside our homes.

Learning About Preservation Efforts
of Others While Traveling
Small towns in Connecticut get CREATIVE with old buildings
by John Sensenbaugh, NCL Board Director

I

have had for many year’s a layman’s interest in preservation and adaptive reuse
of old and historic structures. Hence,
I have had a long-term membership and
involvement with Napa County Landmarks.
So it should come as no surprise that when I
travel to different places I am naturally drawn
to what people in other communities have
done to restore and repurpose some of their
old buildings.

Colebrook Rivers. Hitchcock brand furniture
production has since been downsized to a
much smaller old colonial era home. It was
explained to me that due to changing consumer tastes over the years, sales drastically
declined, and they could no longer afford the
cavernous old facility. The large old factory
that was built in the 1820s has now been
divided into self-storage cubicles.

Former Riverton,
CT church
building now
being used as
an artisan glass
blower business

Last summer I had the
pleasure to visit some of the
old haunts near the town of
Simsbury, Connecticut, where
I spent my junior high and
high school years. By California standards, there are many
very old structures, some
dating to the colonial era of
our country’s history and even
earlier.
One such visit was to the tiny
town of Riverton, Connecticut. As a kid back in the 1960s
my parents would on occasion load up my brother and
sisters into the family station
wagon and head north to Riverton to buy “seconds” from
the Hitchcock Furniture Company. I am now kicking myself
that I didn’t take a picture of
that old factory structure that
is situated along the juncture
of the Farmington and the

5

Collins
Manufacturing
plant, Collinsville,
CT, closed
in 1966. The
building was
repurposed
starting in 2002
for various retail
businesses.

There was also a former church in Riverton
whose congregation long ago either moved
away or simply died off. I was told that the
church structure was in very serviceable
structural condition, but, nonetheless, it
stood empty for many years. I noticed, however, that the sign in front stated that it was
now the home of a glass blowing artisan. The
proprietor was an affable fellow who lived
elsewhere in the state and happened to pass
through Riverton on a day trip with his wife.
He told me that the moment he saw that old
abandoned church he knew immediately that
this would be the ideal location for him to
move his business. After a prolonged sales
negotiation and approval process to locate
a glass kiln there, he opened his business a

few years ago and he has prospered.
Another town a little to the south of Riverton
is Collinsville, Connecticut. It was here, also
along the Farmington River, that in the 1820s
Samuel and David Collins started manufacturing axes, swords, and other “edged” tools.
The company flourished for many decades
eventually making machetes, swords, adzes,
and approximately 1,300 other sharp-edged
tools. When the Collins brothers located to
this now historic brick structure, they themselves had repurposed its original usage as a
grist mill.
However, by the mid twentieth century
business began a slow but steady decline
that was at least partially due to changing
technology. Several portions of the Collins
Company were eventually sold to the Stanley
Tool Works in New Britain, Connecticut. The
factory permanently closed its doors in 1966.
The old factory’s painted exterior sign began
to fade and the building also started to
decline and decay. Then in 2002 the Collins
Co. LLC group bought the building and have
over the ensuing years made upgrades and
began the re-purposing process. They slowly
signed leases with various entrepreneurs
and have brought in antique dealers, a yoga
studio, dining and pub establishments, and,
plan to soon begin developing some of the
river view portions into condominium units.
I’m curious if others out there enjoy as much
as I do in learning the history of a region
they are visiting and ferreting out how the
area’s old buildings have been refurbished,
remodeled, and repurposed. I would love to
hear what you, dear reader, may have discovered in your travels to other locales.
I imagine that most Napa County Landmarks
members already know what has been stated
and proven many times before by others.
And that is historic preservation oftentimes
becomes for many cities and towns a major
economic driver of tourism and therefore
it increases that community’s vitality and
viability.
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